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Statement on Senator John H. Chafee’s Decision Not To Seek Reelection
March 15, 1999

For more than a generation, Senator John
Chafee has been a strong leader for his beloved
Rhode Island and for America. He has been
a tireless champion of our environment—helping
to lead the fight against global warming, pro-
moting wetlands conservation, and crafting legis-
lation for clean air and safe drinking water. On

behalf of all Americans, I thank him for his
many contributions, including his leadership in
expanding health care to more women and chil-
dren and improving services for people with dis-
abilities. It is truly a rich legacy for America.
Hillary and I wish John and his family all the
best in the years to come.

Statement on the Cuban Government’s Sentencing of Human Rights
Activists
March 15, 1999

I am deeply disappointed that the Cuban
Government has sentenced four courageous
human rights activists—Vladimiro Roca, Felix
Bonne, Rene Gomez Manzano, and Marta
Beatriz Roque—to prison terms. They did noth-
ing more than assert their right to speak freely
about their country’s future, call on their Gov-

ernment to respect basic human rights, and seek
a peaceful transition to democracy for the long-
suffering Cuban people. They were tried without
a fair process, behind closed doors. I call on
the Cuban Government to release them imme-
diately.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on the National
Emergency With Respect to Iran
March 15, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 401(c) of the National

Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), section
204(c) of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (IEEPA), 50 U.S.C. 1703(c),
and section 505(c) of the International Security
and Development Cooperation Act of 1985, 22
U.S.C. 2349aa–9(c), I transmit herewith a 6-

month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Iran that was declared
in Executive Order 12957 of March 15, 1995.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
March 15, 1999.

Remarks at the Sixth Millennium Evening at the White House
March 15, 1999

The President. Thank you. First of all, let
me welcome all of you here tonight and thank
our participants. I will be very brief, because

the only thing that frustrates me about these
Millennial Evenings is that you will be
amazed—we will get literally thousands of
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